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ORDINANCE No. _____ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 19 REGARDING SIGNAGE REGULATIONS 

The Common Council of the City of Whitewater, Walworth and Jefferson Counties, 

Wisconsin, do ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1.  Whitewater Municipal Code Chapter 19.54, is hereby amended to read as 

follows: 
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19.54.010  Sign permits. 

A. The following sign uses and purposes are permitted in all zoning districts without the need 

for a sign permit. Such signs shall not count as part of the maximum permitted sign area as 

regulated by this ordinance: 

1. Address numerals and identification signs not exceeding one square foot in area; 

2. Legal notices; Signs established by, or by order of, any governmental agency; 

3. Memorial signs and tablets displayed in cemeteries. 

B. No person shall erect, alter, or relocate within the city any sign without first obtaining a sign 

permit, except for the exceptions in subsections A of this section and as may be provided for 

elsewhere in this chapter. 
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19.54.020  Definitions and regulations specific to certain signs. 

The following definitions shall be used by this chapter to assist in the establishment of clear cut 

signage regulations. In general, "sign purposes" refers to where or how a sign is used; "sign 

configurations" refers to the style of the sign; and "sign measurement" explains how the 

dimensions of a sign are determined. 

A. "Sign" means any object, device, display, structure, or part thereof, situated outdoors, which 

is used to advertise, identify, display, direct or attract attention to an object, person, 

institution, organization, business, product, service, event, or location by any means, 

including figures, letters, designs, symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected 

images. Signs do not include the flag or emblem of any nation, organization of nations, state, 

city, religious, fraternal or civic organization; also merchandise and pictures or models of 

products or services incorporated in a window display, works of art which in no way identify 

a product, or scoreboards located on athletic fields. Definitions of particular functional, 

locational and structural types of signs are listed in this section. (Traffic control and other 

public agency signs located within a right-of-way are not included within this definition and 

are not regulated by the provisions of this chapter.) 

B. Sign Purposes. 

1. "Advertising sign" means a sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, 

service, or entertainment conducted, sold, or offered elsewhere than upon the premises 

where the sign is displayed. Advertising signs include billboards. (Refer to Section 

19.54.030.) 

2. "Auxiliary sign" means a sign which provides special information such as price, hours of 

operation, or warning and which does not include brand names, or information regarding 

product lines or services. It may contain a business logo if the logo is under one (1) 

square foot in area. Examples of such signs include directories of tenants in buildings, 

"no trespassing" signs, menu boards, and signs which list prices of gasoline. (Refer to 

Section 19.54.050E.) 

3. "Business sign" means a sign which directs attention to a business, commodity, service, 

or entertainment conducted, sold, offered, or manufactured upon the premises where the 

sign is located. (Refer to Sections 19.54.050 and 19.54.052-Table B.) 

4. "Community information sign" means an officially-designated sign which is limited to 

either the display of information of interest to the general community regarding 

scheduled public events and information of general interest to the residents of 

Whitewater, or signage located on scoreboards, fences or similar structures within the 

confines of publicly-owned (city, school district, university) athletic fields, courts, rinks 

or other active recreation facilities as approved by the parks and recreation board. 

a. Community information signs shall be permitted per the discretion of the 

neighborhood services department.  The city may revoke the designation of an 

approved community information sign if such sign fails to comply with the 

requirements of this chapter. Upon revocation, the owner of the sign shall have thirty 

(30) days to remove the sign at the owner's expense. 

b. Such sign shall only display information regarding events and information of general 

interest to the residents of Whitewater. Copy which may be considered as advertising 

a product, private or restricted participation event, or activity for private profit shall 

be prohibited. This provision may be waived by conditional use for community 
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information signs on lands owned by the public for recreational purposes, provided 

that the installation of the sign provides a benefit to a public or community 

organization. 

c. Such sign may be located on private or public property. 

d. Such sign shall conform to the visibility requirements of Chapter 19.51 and Illustration 

2. 

e. Maximum sign area shall be thirty-two (32) square feet, unless a larger sign is 

approved by the plan commission based on conditions unique to the placement of the 

sign or the required length of the message. Such sign shall not be counted as adding to 

the area of signage on the subject property for the purposes of regulating sign area per 

Section 19.54.050F. 

5. Canopy and Awning Signs. The use of canopy and awning signs reduces the maximum 

number of wall sign by one (1). Canopy and awning signs are subject to the following 

provisions.  

a. Surface Area: The sign surface area of a canopy or awning script/logo height shall be 

limited to twelve (12) inches, except a greater script/logo height may be approved by 

conditional use. 

Illustrations A 

 

 
b. Location:  

1. Canopies and awnings shall be constructed and erected so that the lowest portion of 

the projecting frame thereof shall be not less than eight (8) feet above the level of 

the sidewalk or public thoroughfare. Anything under eight (8) feet shall require a 

conditional use permit.  

2. No portion of the canopy or awning sign shall extend above or beyond the canopy 

or awning upon which it is attached. However, a sign may be hung beneath a 

canopy parallel to the building frontage so long as it and its structural components 

are no less than eight (8) feet above the ground immediately beneath the sign. 

Anything under eight (8) feet shall require a conditional use permit. 

c. Materials: Canopy and awning signs shall be made of either the material with which 

the canopy or awning is covered or other water proof materials affixed flush to the 

face of the canopy or awning, or be painted directly on the awning or canopy material 

with weather-resistant paint. 
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6. Directional Sign, Off-Premises. "Off-premises directional sign" means a sign which 

indicates only the name, direction, and/or distance of a business or activity. It may 

contain a business logo if the logo is under one square foot in area and approval only by 

conditional use. (Refer to Section 19.54.030.) 

Illustration B 

 
7. Directional Sign, On-Premises. "On-premises directional sign" means an information 

sign which has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot upon which it is located, 

including signs that indicate parking availability, entrances, particular buildings within a 

multi-building development, hours of operation, available merchandise in a drive-thru 

lane, and wall-mounted posters indicating particular movies in a theater. No sign with a 

commercial message legible from a public right-of-way or another property shall be 

considered an on-premises directional sign. No on-premises directional sign shall be 

greater than nine (9) square feet in area. 

 

8. "Sandwich board/pedestal sign" means a movable 

sign placed by hand outside the building while the 

business is open; removed at the time the business 

closes each day; self-supporting and stable even 

on windy days because of its design; used for the 

purpose of promoting special business offers and 

not as primary business signage; and meeting all 

applicable size, placement, and other requirements 

of this chapter (see Section 19.54.050K. in 

particular).  

Illustrations C 

 

9. "Group sign" means a sign displaying the collective name of a group of uses such as the 

title of a shopping center, office park, industrial park and/or their tenants or occupants. 

No sales or price information shall be permitted. Portions of the sign containing names of 

individual tenants shall be considered as part of the area of a group sign. Group signs 

shall only be permitted within developments serving two or more nonresidential tenants 

in spaces with separate outside customer doors, and shall limit information to the name of 

the development and/or its occupants. Group signs serving two or more occupants not 

located on the same lot, but within the same multi-building development, shall be located 

on one of the lots being served by the sign. Such signs shall not be considered an 

advertising sign as defined in this section. (Refer to Section 19.54.052-Table B for size 

and locational information.) 
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10. "Identification sign" means a sign indicating the name and/or address of the tenant of the 

residential unit or manager of the property located upon the residential premises where 

the sign is displayed. Such sign shall not exceed the allowed area: 

a. For one to four units, three (3) square feet; 

b. For up to eleven units, six (6) square feet; 

c. Twelve units or more, thirty-two (32) square feet. (Refer to Section 19.54.052-Table 

B.) 

11. "Temporary sign" means a sign or advertising display intended to be displayed for a 

period not exceeding a total of thirty (30) cumulative days within any twelve (12) month 

period (except as permitted by Section 19.54.060). Included in the definition of 

temporary signs are retailers' signs temporarily displayed for the purpose of informing the 

public of a sale or special offer (six (6) square feet maximum) or for the designation of a 

new building, promotion of a new development or announcement of a special event 

(thirty-two (32) square feet maximum).  The zoning administrator reserves the right to 

remove signs which may be a nuance. If a sign display area is permanent but the message 

displayed is subject to periodic changes, that sign shall not be considered as temporary. A 

business shall be limited to no more than a total of thirty (30) cumulative days for 

displaying all temporary signs during any twelve(12) month period. 

12. "Residential business sign" means a sign that is located in a residential district for a joint 

commercial/residential use which requires approval by the zoning administrator and to 

meet the requirements of Chapter 19.66. All signs must be monument style signs or 

arm/post type. (Refer to Section 19.54.052-Table B.) 

13. "Commercial message" means any sign wording, logo or other representation which 

names, advertises or calls attention to a business, product, or service. 

C. Sign Configurations. 

1. "Freestanding sign" means a self-supporting sign resting on or supported by means of 

poles, standards, or any other type of base on the ground. This type of sign includes 

monument signs, pylon signs, arm/post(s) signs, and signs mounted on canopies over 

gasoline dispensing pumps. The base or support(s) of any and all freestanding signs shall 

be securely anchored to a concrete base or footing. The footing and related supporting 

structure of a freestanding sign, including bolts, flanges, brackets, etc., shall be concealed 

by the sign exterior, masonry covering, earth and permanent groundcover, or evergreen 

shrubs. (Refer to Sections 19.54.050D and 19.54.052-Table B.) 

2. "Mobile/portable sign or banner" means a sign or banner mounted on a frame or chassis 

designed to be easily relocated, including vehicles and/or trailers which have a principal 

commercial use for signage, but not including any sandwich board/pedestal sign as 

defined in Section 19.54.020B(8). Mobile/portable signs or banners are prohibited unless 

approved by the zoning administrator for the purpose of recognizing a business opening, 

annual business anniversary, or community celebration. Where approved, such a sign 

shall not be in place for a period to exceed thirty days within any twelve-month period, 

shall not be erected more than thirty days before the event, shall be removed not more 

than five days after the completion of the event, and shall not exceed thirty-two square 

feet in area. A mobile or portable sign shall not be considered a temporary sign as defined 

in Section 19.54.020B11. or used for such a purpose, except as may be allowed by the 

zoning administrator. 
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3. "Monument sign" means a freestanding sign whose bottom edge is located within one 

foot of ground level or a ground-mounted pedestal. The base or support(s) of any and all 

monument signs shall be securely anchored to a concrete base or footing. The height of a 

monument sign shall not exceed that specified in Section 19.54.052 Table B, nor shall it 

be otherwise erected so that it impedes visibility for safe pedestrian and/or vehicular 

circulation. The footing and related supporting structure, including bolts, flanges, 

brackets, etc., shall be concealed by the sign exterior, masonry covering, earth and 

permanent groundcover, or evergreen shrubs. (Refer to Sections 19.54.040 and 

19.54.052-Table B,.) 

 

 

Illustrations D 

 
 

4. "Projecting sign" means a sign, other than a wall sign, which is directly attached to and 

projects more than one foot from a building face, and is generally mounted perpendicular 

from the building face. The bottom edge of such sign shall be located a minimum of eight 

and one-half feet (8 ½) from the ground level directly under the sign. In no instance shall 

such sign be located closer than three (3) feet to the edge of a street curb, drive, or 

parking area. For maximum area and placement standards, see Section 19.54.052-Table 

B. 

Illustration E 

 

 
5. "Electronic message center sign" means a sign in a nonresidential zoning district which 

displays words, lines, graphic images, video recordings, or symbols that can 

electronically change to provide different information and/or animation, including a 

computer sign, electronic reader board sign, video display sign, or time and/or 



7 

temperature sign, but not including a flashing sign, which is prohibited under Section 

19.54.030A(3). For electronic message center sign standards, see Section 19.54.050K 

6. "Pylon sign" means a freestanding sign, other than arm post type, erected upon one or 

more pylon or post. The base or support(s) of any and all pylon signs shall be securely 

anchored to a concrete base or footing. The height of a pylon sign shall be measured from 

the centerline elevation of the nearest road to the top of the sign. The height of a pylon 

sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet. Pylon signs shall be erected so that the vertical 

distance between the bottom edge of the sign and the elevation of the centerline of the 

nearest road to said sign exceeds eight (8) feet. The footing and related supporting 

structure of a freestanding sign including bolts, flanges, brackets, etc., shall be concealed 

by the sign exterior, masonry covering, earth and permanent groundcover, or through the 

use of evergreen shrubs. (Refer to Section 19.54.052-Table B.) 

 

Illustrations F 

 
7. "Wall sign" means a sign mounted parallel to a building facade or other vertical building 

surface. Wall signs shall not extend beyond the edge of any wall or other surface to 

which they are mounted, nor shall they project more than twelve inches from its surface. 

The height of a wall sign shall be measured from the base of the building below the sign 

to the top of the sign face. The top of the sign shall be no higher than the nearest portion 

of the building to which it is mounted. 

8. " Canopy/awning sign" means a sign mounted to an awning or canopy, with said awning 

or canopy mounted to the side of the building. An awning/canopy sign shall be counted 

as a wall sign for purposes of this chapter. Script/logo height shall be limited to eight (8) 

inches, except a greater script/logo height may be approved by conditional use. (Refer to 

Sections 19.54.020B(5) and Illustrations A). 

9. "Arm/post(s) sign" means a freestanding sign mounted on a post with a bracket extending 

outward to support a sign by either hanging from the bracket or mounted on the bracket. 

The maximum size, height, and location of arm/post(s) signs shall be the same as for 

monument signs. ( Refer to Section 19.54.052-Table B.) 

10. "Window sign" means a sign mounted on or within one (1) foot inside of a first-floor 

exterior window, with a primary intent to advertise a business or product within the 

premises. 
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D. Sign Measurement. 

1. "Ground level" means the average elevation of the ground upon which the sign supports 

are placed, except when the sign supports rest upon a berm or other area elevated above 

the surrounding ground. In such cases, the average elevation of the base of such berm or 

other area shall be considered as the ground level. 

2. Sign area shall be measured in the following manner: 

a. In the case of a sign placed within a frame, or other structure, sign area consists of the 

entire surface area of the sign on which copy could be placed. The supporting structure 

or bracing of a sign shall not be counted as a part of the sign face area unless such 

structure or bracing is made a part of the sign's message. Where a sign has two (2) or 

more display faces, the combined total area of all faces shall be considered the sign 

face area. 

b. In the case of a sign whose message is fabricated together with the background which 

borders or frames that message, sign face area shall be the total area of the entire 

background. 

c. In the case of a sign whose message is applied to a background which provides no 

border or frame, sign face area shall be the area of the smallest rectangle which can 

encompass all words, letters, figures, emblems, and other elements of the sign 

message. 

d. Signs less than one (1) square foot in area are not regulated by this chapter. 

e. The following illustrations demonstrate how sign face area shall be determined.  

Illustrations G 
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19.54.030  General signage regulations. 

The regulations contained in this section apply to signs in all districts. 

A. Sign Prohibitions and Limitations. 

1. No sign shall use any word, phrase, symbol, shape, form or character in such manner as to 

interfere with moving traffic, including signs which incorporate typical street-type and/or 

traffic control-type signage designs and colors. 

2. No fluttering, undulating, swinging, rotating or otherwise moving signs, pennants or other 

decoration shall be permitted except for electronic message center signs and time and/or 

temperature signs in nonresidential zoning districts. 

3. No illuminated flashing signs shall be permitted. Electronic message center signs meeting 

the definition and requirements of this chapter shall not be considered illuminated flashing 

signs. 

4. No illuminated sign shall be permitted unless the illumination is so designed that the 

lighting level does not affect adjacent property, pursuant to the standards in Section 

19.57.150 (outdoor lighting standards). All illuminated signs shall comply with the state 

electrical code and Section 19.54.070B, and illumination shall be limited to one hour 

before the daily opening of the associated business and one hour after the daily closing of 

the associated business. 

5. No mobile/portable signs or banners shall be permitted unless approved by the zoning 

administrator. Sign use and other regulations shall be as specified in Section 

19.54.020D(2). 

6. No off-premises directional signs shall be permitted for non-governmental or non-

institutional uses or for any use outside of a public right-of-way; however, such signs, as 

well as city entrance signs, may be permitted within a public right-of-way, per subsection 

19.54.030C. of this section, for government facilities, nonprofit, nonreligious community 

gathering spots, major economic centers such as the downtown and business park, and 

schools. 

7. No advertising signs shall be permitted, except for certain community information signs as 

described in Sections 19.54.010B. and 19.54.020C(4). 

Rationale. The adoption of subsection A(7). of this section reflects a formal finding of fact 

on the part of the city plan commission and city council that the prohibition of advertising 

signage furthers two compelling government interests:  

a. The general public interest of reducing visual clutter caused by advertising signage 

which the city has determined is a significant cause of unsafe traffic conditions; 

and  

b. The public interest served by furthering the implementation of the purposes of this 

chapter and the city comprehensive plan in terms of limiting the further spread of 

strip commercial development, of which advertising signs are a primary 

contributor. Furthermore, the city advocates this regulation leaves ample and 

adequate alternative channels of commercial speech communication for the 

messages portrayable on such advertising signs; namely, distributed print media, 

broadcast media, and point-of-purchase display, and is narrowly defined so as to 

limit the prohibition to commercial speech on exterior signage. 

B. Sign Location Requirements. 
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1. No sign shall be erected or maintained at any location where by reason of its position, 

wording, illumination, size, shape, or color it may obstruct, impair, obscure, interfere 

with the view of, or be confused with, any authorized traffic control sign, signal or 

device. 

2. No sign shall be located within a required buffer yard or within a permanently protected 

green space area (see Chapter 19.57), unless approved by the city. 

3. No sign shall be mounted on a roof. 

4. No sign, temporary or otherwise, shall be affixed to a tree or utility pole. 

5. Pylon signs other than arm/post are not permitted in any residential district. 

C. Private signs extending into the public right-of-way. 

1. Any person desiring to place any private sign such that it will extend over or onto the 

public right-of-way shall first obtain a sign permit. In the granting of such a permit, the 

city may require the applicant to provide and maintain public liability insurance on the 

installation in an amount not less than fifty thousand ($50,000) dollars protecting the city 

as its interests may appear as the result of any accident or injury for which it might 

become in any manner liable. In the event such insurance should be terminated for any 

reason, or the holder of any permit should fail to keep such insurance in force at any time, 

then the permit for the maintenance of such private sign shall be forthwith removed, or if 

not removed by the holder of the permit, then such private sign shall be removed or 

caused to be removed by the zoning administrator and the expense thereof shall be 

recovered from the holder of the permit. 

2. There is hereby established along each side of every public street, public alley, or public 

highway a fictional line five (5) feet distant and outward from the lot line and parallel 

with such street, alley, or public highway. No sign which, exclusive of supports, exceeds 

two hundred fifty (250) pounds in weight or has an area greater than forty (40) square 

feet shall be permitted to extend into the highway or over the highway or sidewalk area 

beyond such fictional line, except only where such private sign is to be placed over a 

substantial canopy or portico of such nature that the same will afford ample protection to 

the public from any possible injury from such private sign. 

3. In no event shall any sign regardless of size or weight extend into the public street, 

highway, or sidewalk area further than to within three (3) feet from the face of the curb or 

curb line as determined by the zoning administrator or be placed less than eight and one-

half (8 ½) feet above the sidewalk or sidewalk grade. 

4. Except for sandwich board/pedestal signs, all private signs extending on or over public 

rights-of-way shall be adequately supported from buildings, posts, or other permanent 

supports located on private property. In no case shall sign posts or other permanent 

supports be permitted within the limits of a public street, alley or highway. 

5. The zoning administrator shall have the right, and it shall be the duty, to supervise the 

installation of any such private sign and also to inspect the same from time to time to 

ascertain whether or not the same is securely fastened and free from danger to the public. 

The building inspector shall have the right to require from time to time any repairs, extra 

supports or any other precautions necessary to protect the public safety, and in the event 

the owner fails to comply with any such requirements the permit for such private sign 

shall be revoked and the sign shall be removed. 
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6. This subsection C shall not apply to signs erected by or for churches, service clubs, 

public or quasi-public organizations when such installations have been approved by the 

common council. 

19.54.040  Sign regulations applicable to residential districts. 

In all residential zoning districts, signage shall be permitted per the requirements of Sections 

19.54.010 through 19.54.040 and 19.54.052 through 19.54.080 and per the following: 

A. Wall, monument, arm/post(s), and projecting signs (for certified historic properties) are 

permitted in residential zoning districts. Other forms of signage are prohibited. 

B. For each single-family lot, or two-family or multifamily lot containing four or fewer dwelling 

units, one (1) identification sign, not to exceed three (3) square feet in area, is permitted for 

each dwelling unit. Said identification sign may include one (1) or more of the following: 

name, address, and/or home occupation title. 

C. For each multifamily or institutional residential lot containing five (5) to eleven (11) 

dwelling units, one identification sign, not to exceed six (6) feet in area, shall be permitted. 

For each multifamily or institutional residential lot containing twelve (12) units or more, one 

identification sign not to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet is permitted. The sign shall 

indicate nothing more than the name and address of the premises and the name of the 

management company. 

D. Permanent subdivision identification signs are authorized if approved as part of a final plat 

submittal for a subdivision (per Title 18). Detailed plans of proposed signs must be submitted 

at the time of final plat review. Such sign shall comply with the visibility standards in 

Section 19.51.010 and as shown in Illustration 2, shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet 

in area or eight (8) feet in height, and shall not be a pylon sign. 

E. For all commercial uses permitted in residential districts, not including home occupations, 

one monument, wall, or arm/post(s) type sign per building, not to exceed thirty-two (32) 

square feet in area, is permitted. The sign shall indicate nothing more than the name and 

address of the premises and the schedule of service or other information relevant to the 

operation of the premises. 

F. For all institutional uses permitted in residential districts, sign sizes and types shall be the 

same as those applicable in the I Institutional zoning district per Section 19.54.052, except 

that pylon signs shall not be permitted. 

G. Temporary signs, after approval of the zoning administrator, are permitted per the 

requirements of Section 19.54.060.  For more information, see Sections 19.54.020D. and 

19.54.045. 

19.54.045 Maximum sign sizes and types, Residential Districts. 

A. Signage regulations for residential districts. This table summarizes the sign regulations for 

the following zoning districts: R-1, R-1x, R-2, R-3, R-4. The more detailed requirements 

contained elsewhere in Chapter 19.54 shall also apply.  

Table A 
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Zoning 

District 
Type of Sign Size Location Height Exception 

Total # of 

Signs 

R-1, 

R-1x, 

R-2   ,  

 

Identification    
3 sq. ft.  

  

Main 

entrance or 

street yard  

  

6' max (for 

freestanding 

sign)    

If planned 

residential 

development, 

different signage 

levels may be 

allowed by 

conditional use    

1 per lot    

Conditional 

uses in 

Section 

19.18.030    

32 sq. 

ft.    

Driveway 

or main 

sidewalk    

8' max (for 

freestanding 

sign)    

On-premises 

directional signs 

also allowed (9 sq. 

ft. max.)    

1 per lot    

R-3   , 

Identification                        

1-4 units    
3 sq. ft.  

  
    

Main 

entrance or 

street yard 8' 

max    

1 per unit for 1-4 unit buildings; 1 

per lot for others    

    

    

5-11 units    
6 sq. ft.  

  
8' max    

12+ units    
32 sq. 

ft.    
8' max    

On-premises 

Directional    

9 sq. ft.  

  

Driveway 

or main 

sidewalk    

6' max (for 

freestanding 

sign)    
        

Conditional 

uses in Section 

19.21.030    

32 sq. 

ft.    

Main 

entrance or 

street yard  

  

8' max    

If planned 

residential 

development, 

different signage 

levels may be 

allowed by 

conditional use    

1 per lot, 

except by 

CUP or PD    

R-4    

Identification    
See R-

3    
See R-3    8' max        

1 per 

development  

  

On-premises 

Directional    

9 sq. ft.  

  

Main 

entrance; 

each street  

  

6' max (for 

freestanding 

sign)    

        

 

19.54.050  Sign regulations applicable to nonresidential districts. 

In all nonresidential zoning districts, signage shall be permitted per the requirements of Sections 

19.54.010 through 19.54.030 and 19.54.050 through 19.54.080 and per the following: 

A. The owners of multi-tenant properties shall allocate sign size to each business, in writing to 

the zoning administrator, up to a specified maximum for the entire property. All multi-tenant 
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signs must be compatible in dimensions, in location, in design, in color and the same 

material, and shall be compatible with the appearance of the building and the surrounding 

area in the opinion of the property owner and the city. 

B. The total surface area of all business and identification signs on a lot shall not exceed the 

maximum permitted by Section 19.54.052-Table B. 

C. The number of business and group signs for a business use shall not exceed the numbers 

listed in Section 19.54.052-Table B. Signs allowed under Section 19.54.052-Table B may be 

placed on any facade facing a public street, except where otherwise specified in Section 

19.54.052-Table B. 

D. Only one freestanding sign shall be permitted to be erected within the required street yard for 

each lot. Such sign may be either a business sign or a group sign. No lot shall be permitted 

more than one freestanding sign, except directional/auxiliary signs allowed by this chapter. 

All signs shall be located so that no part of the sign shall exceed the lot line set back from all 

lot lines as stated in Chapter 19.51 and Section 19.54.052-Table B, Auxiliary signs may only 

be permitted when specifically approved as part of the site plan review process. Said signage 

shall be calculated independently of the requirements of subsection A of this section, and 

shall not exceed fifty (50%) percent of the maximum permitted area. 

E. Maximum sign sizes for nonresidential districts shall be permitted per the requirements of the 

table of maximum sign sizes (see Section 19.54.052-Table B). 

F. Temporary signs are permitted per the requirements of Section 19.54.060. 

G. Signs carrying secondary advertising  or media messages. Signs carrying secondary 

advertising media or messages, such as brand names or logos of products, are allowed as a 

conditional use, or as a permitted type of window sign subject to the percentage of window 

coverage and other applicable regulations of this chapter 19.54, but only where such signs are 

integral to the business being conducted on the property. 

H. Projecting signs are only permitted in the B-2 zoning district or if specifically authorized 

within a Specific Implementation Plan for a PD Planned Development District. (See Table 

19.54.05.) 

I. Signs may be mounted on canopies over gasoline dispensing pumps, provided the sign 

message is limited only to the business name, logo, and price information. The maximum 

permitted sign area for any other freestanding sign on the lot shall be reduced by the total 

sign area on the canopy. 

J. Sandwich board/pedestal signs (see definition in Section 19.54.020B(8). 

1. There shall be a maximum of one sandwich board/pedestal sign per business. 

2. Height shall not exceed five (5) feet (as measured when such sign is properly placed 

directly on the ground or sidewalk surface), width shall not exceed three (3) feet, and sign 

area shall not exceed six (6) square feet per side. 

3. All sandwich board/pedestal signs shall be designed to be self-supporting and in such a 

manner to withstand the elements, including the ability to remain upright on windy days. 

4. No sandwich board/pedestal sign shall be illuminated in any manner (except via cordless 

power for not more than thirty (30) days in any calendar year), have more than two(2) 

sides, be placed off-premises (except where allowed on a sidewalk immediately adjacent 

to the business lot to which it relates), or be designed to resemble a public regulatory sign 

(such as a stop sign). 

5. All sandwich board/pedestal signs shall be placed directly on a ground surface or 

walkway surface. 
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6. No sandwich board/pedestal sign shall be placed on a public sidewalk or shall otherwise 

extend onto or into a public right-of-way, except within the B-2 District or as may be 

specifically authorized in a specific implementation plan under PD zoning, a sandwich 

board/ pedestal sign may be placed within the public sidewalk or otherwise between the 

front of the building and the curb, provided that: 

a. There is not adequate space available on the premises to place the sign on private 

property in a manner that is visible to the public. 

b. The sign is placed directly in front of the business to which it is related. 

c. No part of the sign is any closer than three feet from the face of the curb. 

d. A minimum of four (4) feet in width of unobstructed travelway remains available in 

all directions on the sidewalk at all times. 

7. Placement of all sandwich board/pedestal signs shall meet all intersection visibility 

requirements in Section 19.54.050J(7), and shall otherwise not impede traffic visibility in 

the determination of the zoning administrator. This may require relocation and/or 

adjustments to height or design. 

8. All sandwich board/pedestal signs must be kept in good condition, as determined by the 

zoning administrator and per the construction and maintenance requirements of Section 

19.54.070. 

9. Sandwich board/pedestal signs shall not count against the maximum area or number of 

signs allowed on a lot or for a business as specified in Section 19.54.0050J(1). 

10. Except where placed within the public right-of-way, sandwich board/pedestal signs that 

meet the requirements of this chapter may be used without the need for a sign permit. 

K. Electronic message center signs (see definition in Section 19.54.020D.5.). 

1. The total length of the information cycle shall not be shorter than three (3) seconds nor 

longer than ten (10) seconds. Items of information may not be repeated at intervals that 

are short enough to cause an electronic message center sign to have the effect of a 

flashing sign. Traveling messages may travel no slower than 16 light columns per second 

and no faster than thirty-two (32) light columns per second. 

2. Except for signs that are less than ten (10) square feet in sign area, all electronic message 

center signs shall be equipped with photosensitive equipment which automatically adjusts 

the brightness and contrast of the sign in direct relation to the ambient outdoor 

illumination. 

3. The message display area shall be included when calculating permitted sign area for the 

type of sign (e.g., wall, monument) in the zoning district in which the sign is located. 

4. All electronic message center signs shall be maintained so as to be able to display 

messages in a complete and legible manner. 

5. No electronic message center sign shall be allowed within any agricultural, conservancy, 

residential, or industrial zoning district; for any residential use regardless of zoning 

district; or positioned to be visible and within three hundred feet from any residential 

zoning district except by conditional use permit. Within the B-2 zoning district, electronic 

message center signs shall be allowed only by conditional use permit.  

19.54.052  General Sign Regulations (not B-2 District). 
Table summarizes the sign regulations for the following zoning districts: B-1, B-3, M-1, M-2, 

WUTP, AT, and I. The more detailed requirements contained elsewhere in Chapter 19.54 shall 

also apply. 
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General Sign Regulations (not B-2 District) Table B 

Zoning 

District 
Type of Sign Size Location Height Exception 

Total # of 

Signs 

AT              

B-1                      

B-3                                                

I 

Wall or 

window    

10% (A) (C) 

Max 50 sq. 

ft.    

Above or 

next to 

main 

building 

entrance or 

on street 

wall    

First floor 

area    

Use may 

substitute one 

additional 

wall sign for 

freestanding 

sign    

1 per 

building, 

but see 

exception    

Wall for multi-

tenant    

10% (A) max 

(B)    

Above or 

next to 

main 

business 

entrance or 

on street 

wall    

First floor 

area    

Location may 

vary by 

conditional 

use. Building 

name sign 

also allowed 

if total wall 

sign area 

<=10%    

Same as 

number of 

tenants    

Freestanding    

45% of the 

street 

frontage up to 

100 sq. ft. per 

side on single 

occupant 

signs (E) 

 

A  multi-

occupant 

development, 

add 20 sq. ft. 

per additional 

occupant in a 

separated 

space, up to 

max of 160 

sq. ft. per 

sideside    

In street 

yard, 

setback 

equal to 

height from 

any side 

yard lot line 

and 5' from 

street right-

of-way line  

  

20' max for 

pylon sign    

Pylon sign 

allowed by 

conditional 

use only    

1 per lot    

On-premises 

Directional    

5-11 units    

9 sq. ft.    

6 sq. ft.    
   8' max    

10' max for 

monument or 

arm/post(s) 

sign    

Use may 

forego 

freestanding 

sign for one 

additional 

wall sign    

See also 

Section 

19.54.050    

 (Continuation of Table B) 
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Zoning 

District 

Type of 

Sign 
Size Location Height Exception 

Total # of 

Signs 

M-1                          

M-2                            

WUTP 

Wall or 

window 

(C)   12+ 

units    

20% of wall 

area up to 

max of 100 

sq. ft.   32 

sq. ft.    

Front wall 

(street 

address 

side)   8' 

max    

6' max (for 

freestanding

)    

        

Freestandin

g, 

monument 

or arm/post 

only   On-

premises 

Directional  

  

80 sq. ft. per 

side   

 

 9 sq. ft.    

10' from 

any lot 

line  

 Driveway 

or main 

sidewalk    

First floor 

area    

Corner lots 

may have 

second sign 

by 

conditional 

use    

1 per 

building 

On-

premises 

Directional  

 Conditiona

l uses in 

Section 

19.21.030    

9 sq. ft.    

 

32 sq. ft.    

   Main 

entrance 

or street 

yard    

10' max    

Except as 

required in 

business 

park 

covenants    

1 per lot    

      

6' max (for 

freestanding

)    

        

NOTES: 

(A) Building wall area is determined by using the square footage of the exterior wall of the first 

floor area to be signed (including window and door openings). 

(B) Permitted wall signage shall be divided among each tenant space. Maximum total size 

equals ten percent (10%) of the first floor area of the building wall upon which the signs 

will be placed. 

(C) Window sign area cannot exceed one-third of each individual window glass area on or in 

which the window signs are located. 

(D) Signage for projects with a PD (Planned Development District) shall be as specified by the 

approved Specific Implementation Plan for each particular project. Sign requirements for 

PD districts shall generally be based on the signage 

requirements in the most comparable standard zoning 

district. 

(E) Calculating freestanding sign square foot.  Sign area is 

the maximum size of the sign a business is allowed to 

display (up to 100 square feet).  It is calculated using the 

width of the street frontage (A in illustration H).  Example: 

if the street frontage is 141 feet, then it is 141 feet x 45% 

= 64 square feet is the max size freestanding sign.      

Illustration H 
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19.54.053  B-2 Central Business District Sign Regulations. 

 

1. Each business in the B-2 district shall be permitted a maximum of two(2) permanent 

business signs, which may be any combination of the following sign configuration types: 

wall sign (includes awning/canopy sign), window sign, projecting sign, and freestanding 

sign, subject to the following qualifications: 

a. For freestanding signs, see also the limitations in Section 19.54.050D. 

b. Any number of window signs used shall count as only one sign in total against this 

maximum. If the only window signs used are those allowed under Section 

19.54.050G., then such signs shall not count against this maximum. 

c. Any sign for a business included within a group sign, as defined in Section 

19.54.020B(9), shall count as one sign against the total number of permanent business 

signs permitted, except that for cases where a business has or shares more than one 

public building entrance, an additional group sign shall be permitted which indicates 

that and other businesses. 

d. Sandwich board/pedestal signs, directional signs, auxiliary signs, and "ghost" signs not 

related to the current business operation shall not count against the total number of 

permanent business signs permitted. 

2. For corner lots, permitted signage may be placed on either or both facades facing a public 

street. 

3. Pylon signs, internally illuminated signs, electronic message center signs, and restoration 

of "ghost" signs shall be allowed in the B-2 district by conditional use, except for sign 

face/component changes on pre-existing signs of these types, which instead may be 

accomplished through the site plan review process under Chapter 19.63.  

Upon receipt of a completed Conditional Use Permit application for any such new sign in 

the B-2 district, the zoning administrator shall forward such application to the Downtown 

Whitewater Design Team. If the design team chooses to provide a recommendation, such 

recommendation must be provided in a timeframe that allows Plan and Architectural 

Review Commission action on the Conditional Use Permit request under the 

requirements of Chapter 19.66. 

4. Electronic message center signs shall meet the technical requirements of Section 

19.54.050K. and shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in area in the B-2 district. 

5. Internally illuminated signs in the B-2 district shall be designed and constructed with an 

opaque background and translucent letters or symbols, or with a colored background and 

lighter letters or symbols. 

6. Exposed neon tube signage, and other signage that uses another technology that is 

designed to replicate neon tube signs, is permitted within the B-2 district. 

7. In addition to meeting the requirements of Section 19.54.053, all exterior lighting of 

signage in the B-2 zoning district, regardless of wattage, shall use shielded lighting 

fixtures as that term is defined in Section 19.57.150. All wall-mounted exterior lights 

shall be mounted above the sign they are intending to illuminate and the illumination 

shall be directed exclusively towards the sign. 

8. No wall sign shall be painted directly on a masonry building surface. 

9. Within the B-2 district, the regulations listed in Table 19.54.05 3-Table C shall apply: 
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Table 19.54.053: B-2 Sign Regulations for Permanent Signs Table C 

 

  Type of Sign    Maximum Size    Location    Maximum Height    

Wall Sign    
50 square feet, 

max. 10% (A)    

Within first floor area of building. Signs above first 

floor requires a Conditional Use Permit.    

Window Sign    

1/3 of window 

area in or on 

which the sign is 

placed    

Within first floor area of building.    Signs above first 

floor requires a Conditional Use Permit.    

 

 

Projecting Sign  

  

 

 

12 square feet per 

side    

A minimum of 20 feet 

from any other 

projecting sign on 

another building    

Within first floor area of 

building . Signs above first 

floor requires a Conditional 

Use Permit.  No less than 8 ½ feet 

above ground    

 

 

Freestanding 

Sign    

 

 

48 square feet per 

side    

Within the street yard, 

not less than 5 feet 

from street right-of-

way line.    

8 feet for monument or 

arm/post(s) sign    

Minimum setback 

from interior side yard 

lot line at least equal 

to sign height    

16 feet for pylon sign (by 

conditional use only)    

On-Premises 

Directional 

Sign    

9 square feet per 

side    
On private property    

Max: 6 feet for 

freestanding    

Type of Sign    Maximum Size    Location    Maximum Height    

NOTES: 

(A) The combined total area of all wall signs for all tenants shall not exceed ten (10%) percent of 

the first floor area of the façade upon which the signs are placed. First floor façade area is 

determined by calculating the square footage of the entire exterior wall of the first floor area of 

the façade to be signed (including window and door openings). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustrations F 
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Illustrations G 
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19.54.060  Temporary signs. 

Except as provided for in this section, only one (1) temporary sign may be displayed on a 

property at any one time. Except as provided by subsections A through E of this section, any one 

(1) lot is permitted to display a temporary sign for a maximum of thirty (30) days within any 

twelve (12) month period. Furthermore, any one (1) lot is limited to a maximum of two (2) 

temporary signs in any twelve (12) month period (temporary signs in subsections A, B, D and E 

are exempt from this restriction). Time limits are subject to review by the city. The following 

temporary signs are allowed: 

A. For each lot or leasable space: one "For Sale" and "For Rent" sign, not more than twelve (12) 

feet square in area, and no more than two (2) signs in total at any one (1) time (time limit 

subject to time of sale or lease and shall be removed within sixty(60) days of sale or lease). 

B. For construction on or development of a lot, one (1) sign not more than thirty-two (32) 

square feet in area, indicating the name of the contractors, engineers, architect, or products 

being used in the construction of a building, but only during the time that construction or 

development is actively underway (time limit subject to time of construction and shall be 

removed sixty (60) days after completion). 

C. For a temporary event of public interest such as a neighborhood garage sale or church fair, 

temporary signs, combined totaling not over thirty-two square (32) feet in area, located upon 

the site of the event are allowed. Also permitted are directional signs, each not more than 

four (4) square feet in area, showing only a directional arrow and the name of the event. Such 

signs shall not be erected more than thirty (30) days before the event and shall be removed 

not more than five (5) days after the completion of the event. 

D. For each real estate subdivision that has been approved in accordance with the city 

subdivision regulations, one temporary development project identification sign is permitted 

to be located on some portion of the subject subdivision. Each such sign shall be not more 

than thirty-two (32) square feet in area. One additional similar sign shall be permitted for 

each access point onto a collector or arterial street, or for each one hundred lots in the 

subdivision in excess of the original one hundred lots. These signs shall comply with the 

visibility standards of Chapter 19.51. These signs shall be permitted to remain within the 

subject subdivision until a time at which building permits have been issued for eighty (80%) 

percent or more of the lots in the subdivision. 

E. Political signs. 

1. Provisions in the Whitewater Municipal Code regulating the number of signs and the 

length of time a sign may be in place shall not apply to signs which carry solely a 

political message. There shall be no restriction regulating the number of signs carrying 

solely a political message or the length of time such signs are allowed. 

2. Provisions in the Whitewater Municipal Code regulating the size and shape of signs shall 

not apply to signs thirty-two (32) square feet and under in area, if the sign carries a solely 

political message and is located on a residential property during an election campaign 

period. The zoning administrator may require modification or removal of the sign, if 

necessary, for traffic or pedestrian safety. Also, size and shape regulations shall not apply 

during an election campaign period to political signs which are affixed to a permanent 

building and do not extend beyond the perimeter of the building, as long as said sign does 

not obstruct a window, door, fire escape, ventilation shaft, or other area which is required 

by an applicable building code to remain unobstructed. 

Definitions. In this subsection, the following definitions shall apply: 
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a. "Election campaign period" means, in the case of an election for office, the period 

beginning on the first day for circulation of nomination papers by candidates, or the 

first day on which candidates would circulate nomination papers where papers would 

be required, and ending on the day of the election. 

b. "Political message" means a message intended for a political purpose or a message 

which pertains to an issue of public policy of possible concern to the electorate, but 

does not include a message intended solely for a commercial purpose. 

c. "Residential property" means property occupied or zoned to be occupied for 

residential purposes and other property abutting that property for which the owner or 

renter is responsible for the maintenance or care. If property is utilized for both 

residential and nonresidential purposes, "residential property" means only the portion 

of the property occupied or suitable to be occupied for residential purposes. 

 

19.54.070  Construction and maintenance of signage. 

A. All signage within the jurisdiction of this chapter shall remain in a state of proper 

maintenance. (See subsection B of this section). 

B. Proper maintenance shall be the absence of sign material or loose materials (including 

peeling paint, sign message, paper or other material), the lack of excessive rust, the lack of 

excessive vibration or shaking, the proper illumination of all lighting originally approved and 

constructed for the sign, and the presence of the original structural integrity of the sign, its 

frame and other supports, its mounting, and all components thereof. 

C. The repainting, changing of parts, and preventive maintenance of signs which completely 

conform to the requirements of this chapter, and result in absolutely no change in the 

appearance of the sign from that originally approved, shall not be deemed alterations 

requiring a sign permit. 

D. Any signs which may be, or may hereafter become rotted, unsafe, or in a state which is not 

properly maintained shall be repaired or removed by the licensee or owner of the sign, or 

owner of the property upon which the sign stands upon notice of the zoning administrator. 

E. All permanent signs shall be constructed and mounted so as to withstand a wind pressure of 

thirty (30) pounds per square foot. 

F. Signage found to be in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to the 

provisions of Chapter 19.75. 

G. Closing businesses must remove their signs within 120 days of closing. 

19.54.080  Nonconforming signs. 

A. Nonconforming Signs. 

1. Signs existing as of the effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter (see 

Chapter 19.60) which do not conform to the provisions of this chapter, shall be 

nonconforming signs and shall be subject to the provisions of subsection B of this 

section. Nonconforming signs may be maintained. No nonconforming sign shall be 

altered or moved to a new location without being brought into compliance with the 

requirements of this chapter (see subsection B(1) of this section). 

2. Business signs on the premises of a nonconforming use or building may be continued per 

Section 19.54.040(B), but such signs shall not be allowed, nor shall expand in number, 

area, height or illumination. New signs, not to exceed the maximum allowable aggregate 
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sign area may be erected only upon the complete removal of all other signs existing at the 

time of adoption of the ordinance codified in this chapter. 

3. Nonconforming signs shall be removed when the principal structure located on the 

premises undergoes a change of use, or shall be removed per subsection B of this section. 

Closing businesses must remove their signs within sixty days of closing. 

4. Signage not in compliance with the provisions of this section shall be subject to the 

provisions of subsection B of this section. 

B. Removal of Nonconforming Signs. 

1. Alteration of Signs. 

a. For the purpose of this chapter, alteration of a sign is considered to be any change to 

the exterior appearance of any part of the sign, its frame, its supporting structure, or its 

lighting including changing the message (except for menu type/letter board signs), 

symbols, color, material, height, location or any other alterations as determined by the 

zoning administrator. 

b. Altering a sign does not include maintaining the existing appearance of the sign or 

replacing the sign face or the supporting structure with identical materials, colors, and 

messages nor changing the message of a menu type/letter board sign. 

2. All signs found not to be in compliance with the provisions of this chapter shall be 

removed within thirty(30) days of receiving written notice of noncompliance and removal 

from the zoning administrator. 

3. The penalties of Chapter 19.75 shall be applicable to violations of the provisions of this 

chapter. 

C. Modification Sign Location/Height Requirement. 

1. Location is required under Sections 19.54.030(B) and 19.54.052-Table C. 

a. The above may be waived by the zoning administrator and/or the Plan and 

Architectural Review Commission, in instances where a hardship is created by this 

chapter for any freestanding sign existing at the time the ordinance codified in this 

chapter is adopted. 

2. The petitioner must demonstrate that compliance with location requirements for the 

freestanding sign will create a public safety hazard (such as visibility hazard) or result in 

a sign which is not possible because of building setbacks and/or other obstructions 

located near the public right-of-way, or is not clearly visible from pedestrian and/or 

vehicular traffic on nearby public rights-of-way. 

3. This modification shall not be applicable to limitations on types of signage, area of 

signage, color of signage, or other standards except location and height of signage. 
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Ordinance introduced by Council Member ___________________, who moved its 

adoption. 

Seconded by Council Member ___________________. 
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